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WHAT HAPPENS IF A TEST IS
NOT NORMAL?

Let’s say that your doctor calls to tell you that your
Fecal Occult Blood Test (FOBT) was positive-meaning
that blood was found in your stool sample.

It does not mean that you have colorectal cancer!
It DOES mean that you will need other tests to find out
why the test was positive. There are many reasons,
other than cancer, for blood to be in the stool,
including hemorrhoids, medication such as aspirin, an
ulcer and others.

Colonoscopy is usually recommended, and a polyp
might be found and removed. A small amount of
tissue might be taken, and sent to the laboratory for
examination (biopsy). The laboratory will be able to tell
if it is cancer or if it is benign (not cancer).
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