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What is Colorectal Cancer

Colorectal cancer develops in the large intestine
or rectum. The large intestine or colon is the lowest
portion of the digestive system and measures about 5
feet long. The rectum is the last 6 inches of the colon.
Colorectal cancer grows very slowly in the beginning.
It can begin as a cancerous growth or it can develop
from a benign (non-cancerous) polyp. Over time,
some of these polyps grow and become malignant
(cancerous).

Screening tests find polyps that can be removed
before they turn into cancer. Screening tests can also
find early colorectal cancer when the chance of being
cured is very good.
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